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Ref: HOEC/MoEF/AAP/2024/07/03                            Dated: 11.07.2024 
 

 

To 

Shri Dr. Hemen Hazarika 
Scientist ‘D’ / Head of Office 
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change  
4th Floor, Housefed building, 
GS Road, Rukmini gaon  
IRO, Guwahati -781022 
 
 
 

Sub  Submission of six-monthly compliance report for the period October 2023 to March 2024 
 

Ref   Environmental Clearance File No. J 11011/102/2018-IA - II (I) dated 31st May 2021 

Sir,  
 
 

Hindustan Oil Exploration Company Limited (HOEC) along with Consortium Partners Oil India Limited 
and Indian Oil Corporation Limited intends for development drilling of 24 drill site including 
commissioning of 2 Nos of GGS, Capacity expansion of existing M-GPP and laying of underground 
transportation pipeline at onshore Block AAP-ON-94/1, Tinsukia District of Assam and the Ministry 
have accorded Environment Clearance for the development phase via MoEF letter No. J 

11011/102/2018-IA II (I) Dated 31st May 2021. 
 
HOEC has not yet started the project as per this EC, however as advised in the General Condition of 
the Environmental Clearance hereby we are submitting the six-monthly compliance report for the 
period October 2023 to March 2024 as Annexure A. 
  
 

Thanking You  
 

For Hindustan Oil Exploration Company 
 

 

 
G. Janakiraman 
Head - HSE 
 

 
Enclosures: 
Annexure A - Six Monthly compliance report for the period of October 2023 to March 2024 
Annexure 1 -Latest Certified Compliance Report with Ref No. HOEC/MOEF/AAP/2021/10/04 
submitted to the Ministry of Environment Forest & Climate Change dated 13/10/2021 
Annexure 2 - Copy of advertisement of EC made in local newspaper 
Annexure 3 – Copy of the Environmental Clearance File No. J 11011/102/2018-IA II (I) dated 31st 

May 2021 
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 Compliance Report for Environmental Clearance File No.          
      J-11011/102/2018-IA II (I) dated 31st May 2021 for the period October 2023 to 

March 2024 
Sl. 
No 

SPECIFIC CONDITIONS: Compliance Status 

•  The environmental clearance is subject to obtaining prior 
clearance from the wildlife angle, including clearance from 
Standing Committee of the National Board of Wildlife, as 
applicable, as per the Ministry’s OM dated August 8th, 2019. 
Grant of environmental clearance does not necessarily imply 
that wildlife clearance will be considered by the respective 
authorities on its merit and decision taken. PP shall also 
strictly follow the conditions mentioned in existing NBWL 
clearance. 

Prior clearance from standing committee of the  
National Board of Wildlife will be obtained before  
commencement of project.  

•  The project proponent shall prepare a site-specific 
conservation plan and wildlife management plan in case of 
the presence of Schedule 1 species in the study area, as 
applicable to the project, and submit to Chief Wildlife 
Warden for approval. The recommendations shall be 
implemented in consultation with the State Forest/Wildlife 
Department in a time bound manner. 

Site-specific conservation plan and wildlife  
management plan was prepared and submitted to  
Chief Wildlife Warden.  

•  Latest Certified compliance report shall be submitted to 
Ministry within 6 months, failing which EC becomes Invalid. 

Latest certified compliance report obtained from IRO  
Guwahati and submitted to Ministry on 13.10.2021 –  
pls refer Annexure 1  

•  Facilities shall be protective enclosure to keep wildlife, 
domestic animals, unauthorized persons etc. away. 

Noted and will be complied.  
 

•  No Drilling or any kind of activity shall be commenced until 

land use conversion of that specific area has been obtained 

Noted and will be complied.  
 

•  The company shall strictly abide by the 

conditions/recommendations issued by the MOPNG, OISD, 

DGH and DGMS w.r.t.  management of blow out cases and 

adhere to them in all circumstances 

HOEC strictly follows OISD guidelines for pressure  
testing well control equipment during the operations.  
BOP test will be carried out before drilling every  
section of the hole as per OISD 174 Standard.  

•  The company  shall  comply  with  all  the  environmental  

protection measures and safeguards proposed in the 

documents submitted to the Ministry. All the 

recommendations made in the EIA/EMP in respect of 

environmental management, and risk mitigation measures 

relating to the project shall be implemented 

All the recommendations made in the EIA/EMP in  
respect of environmental management, and risk  
mitigation measures relating to the project shall be  
implemented during the project stage which yet to  
begin.  

•  No pipelines or its part shall be laid in the Forest 

land/Protected Area without prior permission/approval 

from the Competent Authority. 

The proposed pipelines will be laid in the Non – forest  
area and out of the protected area.  
 
Point noted for compliance.  

•  The project proponent will treat and reuse the treated 

water within the 

drilling site location including at processing location and no 

waste or treated water shall be discharged outside the 

Drilling wastewater will be collected and stored in the  
HDPE lined pit and treated as per standard before  
disposal. Mobile ETP coupled with RO and mobile  
STP will be installed to treat the wastewater and  
sewage waste respectively.   



 

premises under any condition.   Mobile ETP coupled with 

RO and mobile STP shall be installed to treat the 

wastewater and sewage waste respectively. 

Drilling activity as per the EC not yet started and this 
point will be complied in future during the drilling  
campaign.  

•  The  project  proponent  also  to  ensure  trapping/storing  

of the  CO2 generated, if any, during the process and 

handling. 

Noted for compliance. Production as per this EC for the  
expansion phase yet to be started and will be complied  
at the time of expansion.  

•  Approach   road  shall   be   made  pucca  to  minimize  

generation  of suspended dust. 

Noted for compliance.  
 

•  The project proponent shall make all arrangements for 

control of noise from the drilling activity. Acoustic 

enclosure shall be provided for the DG sets along with the 

adequate stack height as per CPCB guidelines. 

Drilling activity as per this EC yet to begin. The  
company shall ensure compliance of this point while  
hiring a drilling rig.  

•  Total freshwater requirement shall not exceed  20  

m3/day for each well, at drilling location and  15 

m3/day for GPP and shall be met from groundwater.  Prior 

permission shall be obtained from the concerned 

regulatory authority. Mobile ETP coupled with RO shall be 

installed to reuse the treated water in drilling system. Size 

of the waste pit shall be equal to the hole volume+ volume 

of drill cutting and volume of discarded   mud   if   any.   

Two   feet   free   board   may   be   left  to accommodate 

rainwater. There shall be separate storm water channel 

and   rain  water  shall  not  be  allowed  to  mix  with  

wastewater. Alternatively, if possible, pit less drilling be 

practiced instead of above. 

Drilling activity as per this EC yet to begin. The  
company shall ensure compliance of this point while  
hiring a drilling rig.  

•  The company shall construct the garland drain to prevent 

run off of any  oil  containing  waste  into  the  nearby  

water  bodies.  Separate drainage  system  shall  be  

created  for oil  contaminated  and  non-oil contaminated 

Noted for compliance.  
 

•  Drill cuttings separated from drilling fluid shall be 

adequately washed and  disposed  in  HDPE  lined  pit.  

Waste  mud  shall  be  tested  for hazardous  contaminants  

and  disposed  according  to  HWMH  Rules, 2016.  No 

effluent/drilling  mud shall be discharged/disposed off into 

nearby  surface  water  bodies.  The  company  shall  

comply  with  the guidelines for disposal of solid waste, 

drill cutting and drilling fluids for onshore drilling operation 

notified vide GSR.546(E) dated 30th August, 2005. 

Drilling activity as per this EC yet to begin. The  
company shall ensure compliance of this point at the  
time of drilling campaign.  

•  Oil spillage prevention  and  mitigation  scheme shall  be 

prepared.  In case of oil spillage/ contamination, action 

plan shall be prepared to clean the site by adopting  

proven technology. The recyclable waste (oily  sludge)  and  

spent  oil  shall  be  disposed  of to  the  authorized 

recyclers. 

Drilling and production activity as per this EC yet to  
begin. The company shall ensure compliance of this  
point while hiring a drilling rig and before  
commencement of 2nd phase of production during  
expansion phase.  



 

•  The project proponent shall take necessary measures to 

prevent fire hazards, containing oil spill and soil 

remediation as needed. At fixed installations or plants use 

of ground flare shall be explored. At the place  of  ground  

flaring,  the  overhead  flaring  stack  with  knockout drums  

shall   be   installed   to   minimize   gaseous  emissions  

during operation. 

Prevention of fire hazard and containing oil spill and  
soil remediation are part of our safety and  
environment management system. HOEC continuing  
the practice of installing ground flare with knock out 

drums in all the installations. These points will be  
complied before commencement of 2nd phase of  
production during expansion phase.  

•  The project  proponent  shall  develop  a  contingency  plan  

for  H2S release including all necessary aspects from 

evacuation to resumption of normal operations. The 

workers shall be provided with personal H25 detectors in   

locations of high  risk  of  exposure  along  with  self-

containing breathing apparatus. 

Noted for compliance and will be complied.  
 

•  Blow Out Preventer system shall be installed to prevent 

well blowouts during drilling operations. 

HOEC strictly follows OISD guidelines for pressure  
testing well control equipment during the operations.  
BOP test will be carried out before drilling every  
section of the hole as per OISD 174 Standard.  

•  On completion of the project, necessary measures shall be 

taken for safe plugging of wells with secured enclosures to 

restore the drilling site to the original condition. The same 

shall be confirmed by the concerned regulatory authority 

from environment safety angle.  In case   of hydrocarbon

not found economically viable, a full abandonment plan 

shall be implemented for the drilling site in accordance 

with the applicable DGH / Indian Petroleum Regulations. 

Noted and will be complied for safe plugging of wells  
with secured enclosures as part of abandonment plan.  

•  As per the Ministry's OM dated  30.09.2020 superseding 

the OM dated 01.05.2018 regarding the Corporate 

Environmental Responsibility, and as per the action plan 

proposed by the project proponent to address the socio-

economic and environmental issues in the study area, the 

project  proponent,  as  committed,  shall  provide 

education  funds  in technical training centers/ support in 

nearby village's schools, support in  health   care   facilities, 

drinking   water   supply   and   funds   for miscellaneous 

activities  like solar street lights,  battery,  solar panel etc.,  

in  the  nearby villages. The action plan shall be completed 

within time as proposed. 

The company will prepare an exclusive Corporate  
Environmental Responsibility action plan, for the  
proposed project to address the socio-economic and  
environmental issues in the project area before  
commencement of the project activity as per this EC.  

•  No lead acid batteries shall be utilized in the project/site Noted for compliance.  
 

•  Occupational health surveillance of the workers shall be 

carried out as 

per the prevailing Acts and Rules. All workers & employees 

shall be provided with required safety kits/mask for 

personal protection. 

Occupational health surveillance of the workers and  
provision of safety kits, personal protective equipment  
are mandatory as part of our safety management  
system and will be complied.  

•  Oil content in the drill cuttings shall be monitored if oil- The company intends to use water-based mud only. 
The requirement of oil-based mud will be very 



 

based mud is used and report shall be sent to the 

Ministry's Regional Office. 

minimum however the point will be complied as 
suggested.  

•  The project proponent shall prepare operating manual in 

respect of all activities, which would cover all safety & 

environment related issues and measures to be taken for 

protection. One set of environmental manual shall  be  

made  available  at  the  drilling  site/  project  site. 

Awareness shall be created at each level of the 

management. All the schedules and results of 

environmental monitoring shall be available at the project 

site office. Remote monitoring of site should be done. 

Operating manual and environmental manual will be 
made available at site. Environmental monitoring will 
be caried out as per Pollution control board 
recommendations.  

 
 

Guidelines For Discharge of Gaseous Emission 
 

Sl. 
No 

 GENERAL CONDITIONS: Compliance Status 

•  No further expansion or modifications in   the   plant, 

other than mentioned in the EIA Notification, 2006 and its 

amendments, shall be carried out without prior approval 

of the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate 

Change/SEIAA, as applicable.  In case of deviations or 

alterations in the project proposal from those submitted 

to this Ministry for clearance, a fresh reference shall be 

made to the Ministry/SEIAA, as applicable, to assess the 

adequacy of conditions imposed and to add additional 

environmental protection measures required, if any. 

Agreed and noted for compliance.  
 

•   The energy source for lighting purpose shall be preferably 

LED based, or 

advanced having preference in energy conservation and 

environment betterment. 

 

The company emphasis more on energy saving and it’s  
a part of our operational site.  
 
This point will be complied as per the stipulated 
condition.  

•  The overall noise levels in and around the plant area shall 

be kept well within the standards by providing noise 

control measures including acoustic hoods, silencers, 

enclosures etc.  on all sources of noise generation. The 

ambient noise levels shall conform to the standards 

prescribed under the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 

Rules, 1989 viz. 75 dBA (day time) and 70 dBA (night 

time). 

The company will ensure implementation of noise  
control measures including acoustic hoods, silencers,  
enclosures etc. on all sources of noise generation.  
The ambient noise levels will be monitored periodical  
through authorized agency to conform to the  
standards prescribed under the Environment  
(Protection) Act, 1986 Rules, 1989 viz. 75 dBA (day  
time) and 70 dBA (night-time).  

•  The company shall undertake all relevant measures for 

improving the socio-economic conditions of the 

surrounding area. CSR activities shall be undertaken by 

involving local villages and administration and shall be 

implemented.  The company shall undertake eco-

developmental measures including community welfare 

The company had completed several CSR activities  
during the phase 1 of the project and has received a  
positive response from the local community. The  
company intends to continue the practice by  
undertaking the CSR projects by involving local villages  
and administration and shall be implemented. The  
company shall also undertake eco-developmental  



 

measures in the project area for the overall improvement 

of the environment. 
measures including community welfare measures in  
the project area for the overall improvement of the  
environment during the development phase which is  
yet to begin.  

•  The company shall earmark sufficient funds towards capital 
cost and recurring cost per annum to implement the 
conditions stipulated by the Ministry of Environment, Forest 
and Climate Change as well as the State Government along 
with  the  implementation  schedule  for  all  the conditions 
stipulated herein. The funds so earmarked for environment 
management/ pollution control measures shall not be 
diverted for any other purpose 

Noted the condition and will be complied while  
earmarking budget before commencement of the  

project. Sufficient funds towards capital cost and  
recurring cost per annum to implement the conditions  
stipulated by the Ministry of Environment, Forest and  
Climate Change as well as the State Government  
 

•  A copy of the clearance letter shall be sent by the project 

proponent to the concerned Panchayat, Zilla 

Parishad/Municipal Corporation, Urban local Body   and   

the   local NGO, if any,   from whom 

suggestions/representations, if any, were received while 

processing the proposal. 

No suggestions or representations about project were  
received from Panchayat, Zilla Parishad/Municipal  
Corporation, Urban local Body and the local NGO.  

•  The project proponent shall also submit six monthly 

reports on the status   of compliance   of  the  stipulated   

Environmental Clearance conditions including results of 

monitored data (both in hard copies as well as by e-mail) 

to the respective Regional Office of MoEF&CC, the 

respective Zonal Office of CPCB and SPCB. A copy of 

Environmental  

Clearance and six-monthly compliance status report shall 

be posted on the website of the company. 

 
 
Condition noted and will be complied. 

•  The environmental statement for each financial year 

ending 31st March in Form-V as is mandated shall be 

submitted to the concerned State Pollution  Control Board   

as   prescribed   under   the   Environment (Protection) 

Rules, 1986, as amended subsequently, shall also be put 

on the website of the company along with the status of 

compliance of environmental  clearance  conditions  and  

shall  also  be  sent to  the respective Regional Offices of 

MoEF&CC by e-mail. 

This point will be complied in future after 
commencement of the project under phase 2 
development.  

•  The project proponent shall inform the public that the 

project has been accorded environmental clearance by the 

Ministry and copies of the clearance letter are available with 

the SPCB/Committee and may also be seen at Website of 

the Ministry and at https://parivesh.nic.in/. This shall be 

advertised within seven days from the date of issue of the 

clearance letter,  at  least  in  two  local  newspapers that are 

widely circulated in the region of which one shall be in the 

vernacular language of the locality concerned and a copy of 

the same shall be forwarded to the concerned Regional 

Advertisement about the Environmental Clearance was  
published in two local newspapers, Assam Tribune and  
Dainil Janambhumi on 05th June 2021. Please refer  
Annexure 2  



 

Office of the Ministry. 

•  The project authorities shall inform the Regional Office as 

well as the Ministry, the date of financial closure and final 

approval of the project by the concerned authorities and 

the date of start of the project. 

The date of financial closure is March 31st of every  
year. The project as per this EC is yet to commence.  

•  This Environmental clearance is granted subject to final 

outcome of Hon'ble Supreme Court of India, Hon'ble High 

Court, Hon'ble NGT and any other Court of Law, if any, as 

may be applicable to this project. 

Noted and agreed.  
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SATURDAY, JUNE 5, 2021 THE ASSAM TRIBUNE, GUWAHATI 7NORTH EAST

Forecast for NE: Moderate
rain/thundershower is very like-
ly to occur at most places over
Assam and Meghalaya and at
many places over Arunachal
Pradesh, Nagaland, Manipur,
Mizoram and Tripura.

Warning: Thunderstorm with
lightning is very likely to oc-
cur at isolated places over
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam,
Meghalaya, Nagaland, Ma-
nipur, Mizoram and Tripura.
Heavy rain is very likely to
occur at isolated places over
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam
and Meghalaya.

Temperatures :
Max (°C) Min (°C)

Dibrugarh 25.5 21.4
Tezpur 32.2 24.7
Silchar 29.3 24.1
Dhubri 33.2 26.2
Jorhat 29.8 23.2
N Lakhimpur 26.1 20.1
Shillong 27.1 18.1
Cherapunjee 24.0 16.4
Aizawl 26.1 18.0
Kohima 28.0 17.0
Pasighat 24.1 21.7
Itanagar 27.2 20.0
Imphal 28.3 20.8
Agartala 36.2 26.6

WEATHER
NORTHEAST

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

SHILLONG, June 4: Rescue workers to-
day failed to trace the miners who have been
trapped inside a coal mine shaft in East Jaintia
Hills district since Sunday.

As the water level of the shaft has risen
due to overnight rain, the rescue team is now
busy pumping out the excess water in a bid to
locate the missing miners.

“Due to incessant rainfall last night, the
water level has risen about 10 feet from yes-
terday’s level,” East Jaintia Hills Deputy
Commissioner E Kharmalki said.

The depth of the water in the shaft meas-
ured 150 feet yesterday, which went up to
about 160 feet today.

Several pumps are being used at the site to

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

SHILLONG, June 4: The
Meghalaya Government today
extended the ongoing lock-
down throughout the State till
June 14 as the positivity rate is
still a “matter of concern”.

A partial lockdown was
imposed in East Khasi Hills
district from May 1, which
was converted into a total
lockdown on May 18 as COV-
ID-19 cases rose alarmingly
in the district. During this
period, the rest 10 districts
of the State were under a
partial lockdown.

After a meeting, Chief
Minister Conrad Sangma said
that though new COVID-19
cases are gradually declining,
the positivity rate continues
to be in double digits in Meg-
halaya. The current positivity
rate in the State is 16.2 per
cent. The positivity rate re-
mains a matter of concern,
Sangma said, adding that there
has been some improvement
in the overall situation.

An artist giving finishing touches to graffiti depicting scenes from the Freedom Movement on a wall of the Old Central Jail
in Agartala on Thursday. – Photo: Correspondent

Sikkim reports
353 new cases
GANGTOK, June 4: Sik-

kim’s COVID-19 tally rose
to 16,518 today as 353 more
people tested positive for the
infection, while three fresh
fatalities pushed the death toll
in the Himalayan State to
266, a health bulletin said.

East Sikkim registered the
highest number of new cas-
es at 177, followed by West
Sikkim (104), South Sikkim
(65) and North Sikkim (7).

Sikkim now has 4,250 ac-
tive cases, while 11,766 peo-
ple have recovered from the
disease and 236 patients have
migrated to other States so
far. The State has so far test-
ed over 1.3 lakh samples for
COVID-19, including 3,986 in
the last 24 hours. – PTI

Meghalaya lockdown
extended till June 14

No trace of trapped miners yet
draw out the water. The rescue work is be-
ing jointly carried out by personnel of the
National Disaster Response Force and the
State Disaster Response Force.

One of the submersible water pumps in-
stalled to dewater the shaft developed a tech-
nical snag which was repaired later, and more
pumps have been used, the DC added.

“Additional dry water pumps have reached
the incident site to augment the dewatering
process,” said Kharmalki, adding that the
NDRF would monitor the water level once
the additional pumps were put to use.

Five miners have gone missing after the
mine got flooded following a dynamite explo-
sion. The owners of the coal mine, K Chyr-
mang and Shining Langstang, have already
been arrested in connection with the case.

Manipur Chief Minister N Biren Singh taking part in a prayer session in Imphal on Friday.

CORRESPONDENT

IMPHAL, June 4: Manipur
reported 14 more COVID-
19 fatalities during the last 24
hours, which took the State’s
cumulative virus toll to 863.

The deceased are from
Imphal East (8), Imphal West
(3), Kangpokpi (1), Bishnupur
(1) and Thoubal (1) districts.

Meanwhile, Manipur add-
ed 791 more COVID-19 pos-
itive cases to its tally, which
swelled to 53,690, during the
last 24 hours. The total
number of active cases in the
State now stands at 9,048.

14 more COVID-19
deaths in Manipur

The new positive cases
were reported from 15 districts
of the State and the maximum
numbers were recorded in
Imphal West (271), Imphal East
(167) and Churachandpur (89).

With 43,779 persons get-
ting cured of the disease so
far, the recovery rate stands
at 81.54 per cent in the State.

Meanwhile, Manipur Chief
Minister N Biren Singh to-
day took part in a prayer ses-
sion at the Shree Shree
Govindajee Temple here to
seek divine blessings to end
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Biren Singh later tweeted:

“Performed a prayer/puja at
Shree Shree Govindajee Tem-
ple to seek lord Govindajee’s
blessing for the people of Ma-
nipur. I prayed for his divine
blessings to lit our souls from
darkness and give us the cour-
age to overcome the challeng-
es that we are facing in this
Covid-19 pandemic.”

Earlier, a joint meeting of
leaders of various religious
organisations, chaired by the
Chief Minister on June 2, de-
cided to hold a joint prayer of
all communities at the west-
ern gate of the historic Kang-
la Fort on June 7.

CORRESPONDENT

AGARTALA, June 4: The
Tripura Government has an-
nounced extension of the ‘Co-
rona Curfew’ till June 10 to
curb the spread of the pan-
demic. The curfew imposed
earlier this month was to
end on Saturday, but the
Government decided to
extend it in view of the
spread of infection.

However, essential serv-
ices, including grocery shops
and markets, will be allowed
to open from 6 am to 2 pm.

In Tripura, which report-
ed 154 COVID-19 deaths
during the second wave of
the pandemic, around 83
per cent of the patients died

Tripura meet
to decide on
board exams

CORRESPONDENT

AGARTALA, June 4: The
Education Department of
Tripura has called a meet-
ing on June 12 to take a call
on holding the Madhyamik
(matric) and higher second-
ary examinations.

The meeting, to be held
at the Civil Secretariat
here, will be presided over
by Education Minister Ra-
tan Lal Nath.

The minister said the
Government wanted to take
suggestions from all stake-
holders, including educa-
tionists, before taking a fi-
nal decision on holding the
board exams.

“The safety of the students
is the top priority of the Gov-
ernment. But at the same
time, we cannot ignore the
importance of Madhyamik
and Higher Secondary exam-
inations which determine the
future of the students. The
Government will take a final
decision only after consider-
ing the suggestions or reso-
lutions adopted in the meet-
ing,” Nath said.

“We understand it is diffi-
cult for the people, but we
will continue with the lock-
down for one more week,”
Sangma said.

The virus strain prevalent
in the State is more potent and
dangerous and a large number
of lives are being lost, the Chief
Minister said, adding that
many patients are in serious
condition. “We cannot let our
guards down,” he stated.

Expressing the hope that
positive cases would further
come down in the days to
come, Sangma stressed the
importance of vaccination. He
said that at places where peo-
ple have been vaccinated, the
prevalence of the pandemic
has reduced.

Meanwhile, Sangma said
that the deputy commission-
ers have been given the
power to impose restrictions
on the basis of the situation
in their respective districts.
They will also ensure that
economic activities are
opened on a “need basis”.

The Chief Minister added
that in a large number of are-
as in the State, COVID-19 is
not prevalent and so it would
not be correct to apply the
same yardstick and impose a
lockdown in those areas.

COVID-19 deaths: Eight-
een more people succumbed
to COVID-19 in Meghalaya
during the last 24 hours, which
took the death toll to 643. The
recovery rate, however, con-
tinues to increase, while new
cases have been on a decline.

Of the new deaths, East
Khasi Hills reported nine,
West Jaintia Hills four, West
Garo Hills two and South
West Garo Hills, Ri-Bhoi and
West Khasi Hills one each.

Meanwhile, 808 people re-
covered from the disease and
584 new cases were report-
ed on Friday. The total re-
coveries in the State have
now touched 30,980.

Meghalaya has so far re-
ported 37,733 positive cas-
es of which 6,110 are cur-
rently active.

‘Corona Curfew’ extended in
Tripura till June 10

down to 14-16 per cent.
“If the present trend con-

tinues, the people of the
AMC will hear good news in
the next 15 days,” he said.

At present, no COVID-
19 patient is on ventilator
in the State.

In the last 24 hours, five
patients have died and 677
new cases were detected in
the State. As many as
14,188 nasal swabs were
collected for testing yester-
day, of which 677 turned pos-
itive. The positivity rate in
the State now stands at
4.77 per cent.

Altogether 16.24 lakh vac-
cine doses have been admin-
istered in the State in the last
one month.

Pala for inclusion
of Khasi, Garo in
CBSE curriculum

NEWMAI NEWS

SHILLONG, June 4: Shil-
long MP Vincent H Pala has
sought the intervention of Un-
ion Minister of Education Dr
Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank for
inclusion of the Khasi and Garo
languages in the list of second
languages in the curriculum of
the Central Board of Second-
ary Education (CBSE).

“I fervently request you to
consider the inclusion of Khasi
and Garo languages in the list
of approved languages at the
earliest so that the children of
my State can receive the best
of education,” Pala said in a let-
ter to Dr Nishank here today.

Pala said the Khasi and
Garo languages are the mode
of communication – both
verbal and written – for not
only the indigenous residents
of the State but also for large
sections of inhabitants of oth-
er States in the North East
who have Khasi and Garo
ancestry. He said that a size-
able population of Bangladesh
also speaks the Khasi and
Garo languages.

The population of Megha-
laya is approximately 35 lakh
and 47 per cent of the popu-
lation speaks Khasi, 30.86 per
cent speaks Garo and the rest
speak other languages.

Pala, who represents the
Congress, stated that as per the
newly published list of languag-
es in the CBSE curriculum, the
Khasi and Garo languages have
not been included.

Inferior hand
sanitizers

seized
CORRESPONDENT

AIZAWL, June 4: The Mi-
zoram Government has cau-
tioned people against the use
of a substandard hand sanitiz-
er that is being sold under the
brand name of ‘Sparash’.

Lalsawma, Controlling and
Licensing Authority, Directo-
rate of Health Services, said a
huge quantity of this particu-
lar sanitizer, which comes in
500 ml and 5 litre containers,
have been seized in Mizoram.

Lalsawma, in a statement,
said the hand sanitizer is pro-
duced by Purabi Pharma Lab,
Narengi, Guwahati, and re-
tailers in Mizoram placed the
orders online.

He said the Assam State
Drug Controller has been in-
formed about the matter
with a request to take action.

He said the manufacturers
have admitted that the pro-
duction and labelling were
below the required standard
and agreed to recall their
products. “They will submit
the recall report to the As-
sam Drug Controller within
seven days,” he added.

The Mizoram Drug Con-
troller has also instructed
retailers across Mizoram
who have stocks of ‘Sparash’
sanitizer to report to the
concerned Food and Drugs
Administration.

ITANAGAR, June 4: The COVID-19
caseload of Arunachal Pradesh rose to
28,382 as 364 more people tested pos-
itive for the infection, while one new
fatality pushed the death toll to 119, a
senior Health Department official said
here today.

A 41-year-old man from Changlang
district died at the Dedicated Covid
Hospital at Pasighat in East Siang dis-
trict on Thursday due to COVID-induced
pneumonia, State Surveillance Officer
(SSO) Dr Lobsang Jampa said.

The Capital Complex region contin-
ued to witness the highest spurt in fresh
cases with 58, followed by Tawang (50),
Lohit (44), Lower Subansiri (32), West
Kameng (30), Namsai (24), East Kameng
(21), Changlang (17), Upper Subansiri
(15) and Lower Dibang Valley at 14.

Ten cases each were also reported
from Anjaw and Leparada, seven from

COVID-19
samples collected

NEWMAI NEWS

DIMAPUR, June 4: Following a
directive from the Kohima District Task
Force on COVID-19, a random sample
collection drive is being carried out in the
rural areas of Kohima district. This has
been done in view of detection of COVID-
19 positive cases in the rural areas.

A random sampling drive was
conducted at Kezo town and Kidima on
Thursday. A total of 33 samples were
collected from these two areas during
the drive.

The random drive was also conducted
among residents, including shopkeepers
and traders, at Tseminyu subdivision. A
total of 107 samples were collected
during the drive.

Meanwhile, the Tesophenyu PHC
today vaccinated 30 beneficiaries
including 27 beneficiaries in the 18-
44 age group and three aged 45 years
and above.

CORRESPONDENT

AIZAWL, June 4: Mizoram
today reported two more
COVID-19 deaths and 205
fresh infections, pushing the
toll and caseload to 48 and
13,064 respectively.

Lalremsiama (44) of

Mizoram logs 2 more deaths
Sairang village died of COV-
ID-19 at the Zoram Medical
College today. He was diag-
nosed with the disease on
May 25. Similarly, CRPF
personnel Anil Kumar Rai
(55), who was posted at the
Lengpui Airport, died in the
same hospital today. He had

tested positive on May 5.
Meanwhile, Mizoram today

reported 205 fresh infections.
Of the fresh cases, 157 were
reported from Aizawl district,
18 from Lunglei, 17 from
Lawngtlai, six from Champhai,
three each from Mamit and
Saitual, and one from Siaha.

364 new cases in
Arunachal Pradesh

East Siang, five from Papumpare, four
each from Kamle and Upper Siang, three
each from Tirap, Lower Siang and Kra
Daadi, two each from Kurung Kumey,
Pakke Kessang, Shi-Yomi and West Siang
and one each from Siang and Longding
district respectively, the SSO said.

Arunachal Pradesh now has 3,843 ac-
tive COVID-19 cases. At least 337 more
people recuperated from the disease on
Thursday, taking the total number of re-
coveries in the State to 24,420.

The COVID-19 recovery rate in the
State now is 86.04 per cent, while the
active percentage stands at 13.54 and the
positivity rate at 5.24 per cent, Jampa said.

State Immunisation Officer Dr Di-
mong Padung said that a total of 3,59,154
people have been administered COV-
ID-19 vaccine doses so far in the State
since the inoculation drive began in Jan-
uary. – PTI

due to comorbidities like
hypertension, kidney failure
and diabetes.

Seventy per cent of the
deceased patients were
above 60 years of age, said
State Surveillance Officer Dr
Deep Debbarma at a press
conference here today.

Admitting that COVID fa-
talities in the State are a mat-
ter of concern, he said of the
total 154 deaths, 142 took
place in COVID care facili-
ties, including the dedicated
COVID-19 hospital. “A total
of 129 patients who died of
COVID-19 had not taken the
vaccine, while 16 patients
died after they received the
first dose. Only nine patients
died after they took both the

doses,” he said.
It has been observed that

most of the deceased patients
turned up at the COVID fa-
cilities late, which proved fa-
tal for them.

“If the viral load is high, it
is very difficult to save the
patient,” said Dr Tapan Ma-
jumder, Head of the Patholo-
gy Department, Agartala
Government Medical Col-
lege, adding that early detec-
tion helps in proper treat-
ment of patients.

Dr Debbarma said the in-
fection rate in the Agartala
Municipal Corporation
(AMC) area, one of the
worst-affected zone in the
State, was once 22-24 per
cent, but it has now come






















